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Sky Disc of Nebra dated into the Iron Age?
A corrective statement
In an article by Rupert Gebhard and Rüdiger Krause, published today in the
journal »Archäologische Informationen«, it is postulated that the Nebra Sky
Disc, which is dated to the Early Bronze Age (around 1600 BC), would only be
dated 1000 years later to the Iron Age. The colleagues not only ignore the
abundance of published research results in recent years, their various
arguments also are easily refuted.
Gebhard and Krause put forward several key points as a platform for this
thesis.
In particular, the correlation of the Sky Disc with the other discoveries of the
hoard, whose Bronze Age age is not in question, is put in doubt. Claims are
that the soil attachments on the Sky Disc do not correspond with those of the
other findings and that the geochemical analyses of the metals do not support
their coherence.
Both of these statements are demonstrably incorrect. According to an essay by
Dr. Jörg Adam (then State Office of Criminal Investigation of Brandenburg),
who conducted the investigations of the soil attachments for the Regional
Court of Halle as an expert, and who was not quoted by the two authors,
»altogether ... therefore an origin of both the soil attachments on the Sky Disc
(Sp 1) and on the sword (Sp 2) from their presumed location (the extraction
point of VM 1) is to be regarded as very probable ... An exceptional position is
occupied by the soil attachments on the axe (Sp 3). A large proportion of the
properties and characteristics determined, also indicate that the origin of these
soil attachments from the Mittelberg appear probable«. Since the enquiry of
the court of first instance was limited to these three objects back then, the
other accompanying findings were not examined by the expert at the time and
therefore should not be used as an argument against the coherence of all the
finds. In view of this, the claim of the two authors that the chisel must be
separated as not belonging to the hoard, is not comprehensible.
Furthermore, the statement that the geochemical analysis of the metals argues
against the coherence of the findings is misleading. Already in 2008 and 2010
Prof. Dr. Ernst Pernicka and other colleagues demonstrated »that the copper of
all parts of the hoard comes from the same storage location«. The Mitterberg
in the Salzburg region has long been proven to be a deposit whose copper
production ended at the beginning of the 1st millennium BC. In addition,
Pernicka states: »Analyses of Celtic [Iron Age] copper alloys show quite
different compositions of the main components as well as trace elements and

lead isotope ratios«. Therefore, from a metallurgical point of view, dating the
Sky Disc to the Iron Age is clearly out of the question.
A final argument put forward by Gebhard and Krause is that the Nebra Sky
Disc appeared as »a perfect foreign object« in the symbolism of that period.
While this is true, this also applies to every unique discovery. The Sky Disc of
Nebra would be a foreign object in any prehistoric period.
Due to lack of space, we refrain from discussing the many other
inconsistencies in the content of the article here.
For more information, you are welcomed to download the publications
mentioned above. Please see the references above the English text under:
https://www.ldalsa.de/aktuelles/meldung/datum/2020/09/03/himmelsscheibe_von_nebra_eisen
zeitlich_eine_richtigstellung/
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